Late postsplenectomy recurrence of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura responding to removal of accessory spleen.
The present report describes a patient who experienced recurrence of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura 10 years after the initial episode. The patient had been successfully treated with steroids and splenectomy and had complete clinical and hematologic remission. Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura recurred 10 years later and did not respond to steroids and plasmapheresis. The presence of an accessory spleen was demonstrated by technetium scanning. Surgical removal of the accessory spleen resulted again in prompt and complete recovery.